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Christmas Eve Family Worship Service
December 24, 2024 at 4:30pm

Gathering Music		  Steven B. Smith

Welcome and Announcements	 Rev. Darryl Kistler
	
Prelude and Moment of Reflection	 Steven B. Smith, organ

Meditation on “The First Noel”
Paul Fey

+ Invitation to Worship			   Reading Responsively
Peter Smith, liturgist

One:	 Welcome everyone on this holiest of nights. 
	 Bring all that you are to worship.
	 Bring your prayers of hopes for every discouraged heart.
	 Bring your prayers of peace for every corner of the globe.
	 Bring your prayers of joy for every downcast spirit.
	 Bring your prayers for love for everything and everyone who lives and breathes.
All:	 Come, let us worship God together. God is with us. Christ is born to us 		
	 this night. Thanks be to God! 

+ Opening Carol - bulletin page 8 (verses 1, 3, 4)	 O Come, All Ye Faithful
Tune: ADESTE FIDELES

+ Opening Prayer and Our Savior’s Prayer			 

...Our Father/Mother/God, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy king-
dom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory forever. Amen.
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The Prophecy of the Peaceable Kingdom	 		  Isaiah 11:1-4, 6-9
Liturgist: Peter Smith

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,

and a branch shall grow out of his roots.

The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,

the spirit of wisdom and understanding,

the spirit of counsel and might,

the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.

His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.

He shall not judge by what his eyes see

or decide by what his ears hear,

but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor

and decide with equity for the oppressed of the earth;

he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,

and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.

The wolf shall live with the lamb;

the leopard shall lie down with the kid;

the calf and the lion will feed together,

and a little child shall lead them.

The cow and the bear shall graze;

their young shall lie down together;

and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.

The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,

and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.

They will not hurt or destroy

on all my holy mountain,

for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord

as the waters cover the sea.
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The Nativity Story					     Luke 2:1-20
Rachel Mills, liturgist

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was gover-
nor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from 
the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, 
because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be reg-
istered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While 
they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to 
her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth and laid him in a manger, be-
cause there was no place in the guest room.

Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to 
them, “Do not be afraid, for see, I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 
people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the 
Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and 
lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heav-
enly host, praising God and saying,

“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which 
the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and Jo-
seph and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what 
had been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the 
shepherds told them, and Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her 
heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 
seen, just as it had been told them.
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The Lighting of the Christ Candle				    The Hoksbergen Family

One:	 As we gather on this sacred Christmas Eve, we light all the candles, including   	
	 the center candle, the Christ Candle. Together, these candles symbolize the 		
	 Light of the World coming to dispel the darkness. As we light this Christ 		
	 Candle, may its flame ignite the warmth of God’s love within us and spread 		
	 the message of joy and redemption to all.

One:	 Today we celebrate the birth of Jesus, the source of our hope.
All:	 Let heaven and nature sing.
One:	 The Prince of Peace has come to dwell among us and within us.
All:	 Let heaven and nature sing.
One:	 The source of our joy and our redemption is here.
All;	 Let heaven and nature sing.
One:	 The greatest gift of all, the gift of love, has been given.
All:	 Let heaven and nature sing.

One:	 Gracious God, we thank you for the love that brought Christ into our lives, 		
	 for the hope his birth represents, and for the peace that his presence brings. 		
	 As we celebrate the birth of Jesus, may the Christ Candle illuminate our 		
	 hearts and minds, drawing us closer to you, to one another, and to your 		
	 creation. In the name of the Christ Child, we pray.  Amen.

+ Carol - bulletin page 9 (verses 1, 2, 4)				    Joy to the World
Tune: ANTIOCH

Christmas Eve Moment with	 		  “The Animals’ Christmas Carol”
Our Young and Young at Heart	 	 Pastor Darryl

+ Carol - bulletin page 10				    Jesus, Our Brother, Kind and Good
(Verse 1 – Choral Scholars,
Verse 2-6 – Congregation)

Invitation to Generosity



Offertory Music				    The Choral Scholars
The Cradle Carols
Arr. Joseph Martin

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
The little Lord Jesus lay down his sweet head.

The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay
Close by me forever, and love me, I pray.

Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,
And fit us for heaven to live with thee there.

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.

Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light;
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

Silent night, holy night! All is calm all is bright
‘Round yon virgin mother and child!

Holy infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace

Doxology					     Angels We Have Heard on High
(Refrain only)
Tune:  GLORIA

Gloria, in excelsis Deo; Gloria, in excelsis Deo

Prayer of Dedication				   Reading in Unison

Thank you, God of Love and Promise, for the joy of this night. We are ever 
grateful for the spirit of generosity that is aroused in us by the birth of the 
Christ Child into the world. May our gifts represent a new spirit of joy and 
justice, peace and kindness being birthed in us, for the sake of all your children 
of our community and all your children of the world. Amen.
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+ Sharing of the Light

+ Closing Carol - bulletin page 11 (verses 1 and 2)			   Silent Night
Tune: STILLE NACHT

Benediction

Postlude					     Steven B. Smith, organ
   Gentle Mary Laid Her Child 

James Biery 

The service of worship concludes with the benediction.

If you are leaving the Sanctuary during the Postlude,

please be quietly respectful of the musician and those who are listening.

The bulletin cover art is from the book The Animals’ Christmas Carol by Helen Ward

published by Millbrook Press 2001
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O Come, All Ye Faithful
JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

133

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: John Francis Wade, c. 1743; trans. Frederick Oakeley, 1841, alt.
MUSIC: John Francis Wade, c. 1743; harm. The English Hymnal, 1906

ADESTE FIDELES
Irregular

From its Roman Catholic origins, this 18th-century hymn has spread to worldwide use by many
denominations in both Latin and vernacular versions. Once popular with a wide range of hymn texts,
this tune is now firmly associated with this Christmas text from which it is named.

6/20/13

133-o come all-321.mus, Page 1

O, Come All Ye Faithful (verses 1, 3, 4)
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Joy to the World
JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

134

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Isaac Watts, 1719, alt.
MUSIC: Attr. George Frederick Handel, 1742; arr. Lowell Mason, 1836

ANTIOCH
CM with repeat

(alternate tune: RICHMOND, 266)

While Isaac Watts did not write this text strictly for Christmas use, he did purposely cast his paraphrase of
Psalm 98:4–9 in Christian terms, titling it “The Messiah’s coming and kingdom.” So “the Lord” here is Jesus
Christ, rather than the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

134-joy to the.mus, Page 1

Joy to the World (verses 1, 2, 4)
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Christmas Eve Children’s Moment Rev. Darryl Kistler

Carol       Jesus, Our Brother Kind and Good

Invitation to the Offering 

Offertory Music    Steven B. Smith, organ
Still, Still, Still

Paul Manz

Jesus, Our Brother, Kind and Good
verse 1 – Choral Scholars, verses 2-6 – Congregation
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Silent Night, Holy Night!
JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

122

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Joseph Mohr, 1816; stanzas 1–3, English trans. John Freeman Young, 1863;
    stanza 4, English trans. Jane Montgomery Campbell, 1863, alt.
MUSIC: Franz Xaver Gruber, 1818
Korean Trans. © The Christian Literature Society of Korea

STILLE NACHT
Irregular

The tradition that this carol’s tune was created for guitar accompaniment at its first singing on Christmas
Eve 1818 seems reliable, though a recent find shows that the text was about two years old. But there is no
question that this is now a favorite Christmas carol worldwide.

GERMAN
1    Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht!
     Alles schläft, einsam wacht
     nur das traute, hochheilige Paar.
     Holder Knabe im lockigen Haar,
      schlaf in himmlischer Ruh,
     schlaf in himmlischer Ruh!

SPANISH
1    ¡Noche de paz, noche de amor!
      Todo duerme en derredor,
      entre los astros que esparcen su luz,
      bella, anunciando al niñito Jesús,
      brilla la estrella de paz,
      brilla la estrella de paz.

KOREAN
1     ����	 ����
���	 ���
����	 ���
����	 ���
����	 ��
����	 ��	 	 	 

122-silent night holy-326.mus, Page 1

Silent Night (verses 1 and 2)



Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 9:00 - 3:00	          10 E Park Pl. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503
616-459-3203

office@parkchurchgr.org
www.parkchurchgr.org 

www.facebook.com/parkchurchgr
The wifi password is parkchurchguest.

We are an Open and Affirming Congregation
No matter who you are,

or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here.

Access the online donor portal for the 
2024 Christmas Offering by using the
camera on your phone and clicking the 
link that appears.

Park Church Christmas Offering 2024

The Christmas Offering takes place every December. You can make your donation by cash or check 
using the designated envelope in the bulletin or by using the QR code below. Please make checks 
out to “Park Church” and write “Christmas Offering” on the memo line.

We are thrilled to name Undue Medical Debt (http://unduemedicaldebt.org) as our 2024 
Christmas Offering recipient. Undue Medical Debt is the leading 501(c)3 non-profit working 
to eliminate the medical debt of neighbors in our country. They have worked closely with 
many congregations in the United Church of Christ.

For every $1 donated, $100 in medical debt will be erased. Our goal is $15,000 so that we 
can eliminate $1,500,000 in debt for our neighbors. We have asked Undue Medical Debt to 
allocate the money raised in our Christmas Offering to assist folks living with debt in West 
Michigan, prioritizing Kent, Ottawa, Ionia, and Muskegon Counties. The process is income-
based. Undue Medical Debt uses data analytics to pinpoint the debts of those experiencing 
financial hardship. Relief cannot be requested, and recipients don’t have to apply — they’re 
simply notified of debt Thank you for your generosity and care for our neighbors. 

December 25 - January 1: The church office will be open intermittently with staff available 
limited hours to process correspondence and year end giving. Please call ahead if you are 
stopping by. Voicemail/email is monitored 24/7 with priority given to pastoral care concerns.


